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CHAR G E, &c. 


T your own earneſt requeſt, my dear and honor- 

ed brother, and. as a public teſtimony of that truly 
fraternal aſfeclion J have long had for you, I would now, 
in the awful preſence of God, Angels, and this Numerous 
Aſſembly, ſolemnly and faithfully CHARGE you,--- 

That you take heed to the miniſtry you have received | 
in the Lord, that you fulfil it. 

The paſſage I refer to, and which in the Re of the 
preſent ſervice I ſhall be Jed further to.iHufrate, you will 
find recorded in the 4th chap. of the epiſ. to the Colo Mans, 
and the 17th verſe. 


1 


Sax TO ARrcuieevs, TAKE HEED TO THE MINIS- 
TRY WHICH THOU HAST RECEIVED IN THE Logo, i 
. THOU FULFILL 17. 


You are now, my dear brother.” inveſted with the 6 
cred character of a Chriſtian Elder, Paſtor, or Biſhop. 
A character which, however it may be deſpiſed by the 
irreligious and profane, is truly honorable and important. 
Other charaQers have reſpect only or chiglly to the body 
and the concerns of time, but the mnifterial, the paſtoral, 
the epiſcopal character, is wholly employed about the 
ſoul and the momentous concerns of eternity, Thus 


might 1, with propriety, magnify the office with which 
you are inveſted, But it hoves me rather, upon this 


; A 2 ſolemn 
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folemn occaſion, to lead you to a review of the duties of 
your office, and then to endeavor to animate. you to the 
| diſcharge « of them, hy mentioning to you ſuch ſuitable 
— motives as may be proper for. that purpoſe. This Jam | 
naturally led to do by the words before me. Say to Archip- 
. Fus, tale heed'to the miniſtry which. thou het eim in lie 
Lord. that thou fulfil ii! L 
Here is I. The lubje ct of the e which was ah 
be un to _—— —the mint y he al reccived i in the 
Lord. | 3 
And II. The beriet igel Take heed to anz 
miniſtry, that thou Julfll i TS Fro 
Permit me then, my dear brother, gelt to lay ee 
you tlie ſeveral branches of that miniſtry or ſervice which 
you have received i in the Lord; ; and then ſecondly, to 
fir you up by ſome ſuitable and Proper! motives to o the 
Fulfllment of this miniſtry, a 
In the I. place, permit me to lay bite you the ſeyeral 
branches of that miniſtry orſervicg which vou have re- 
ceived? in the Lord. - | 
Though your character and office are, as I have already 
ſuggeſted, highly honorable and important, yet you will 
remember, my dear brother, you are a miniſter or ſervant, 
as you know that word ſignifies. You are a /ervant off 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who- hath counted you faithſul, 
putting you into the miniſtry, and who expects therefore 
that you take heed to the miniſtry or ſervice he hath come 
| mitted to you, that you fulfil it, | 
| Now this ſervice or miniſtry may be divided i into the 
following | party or branches. So / 


1. Preaching che wen, Thas wefind; in 08 folems chu 
gf the apoſtle Paul to his ſon Timothy, 2 Tim. iv. 2. the firſt 
thing ee is proveming the ward. 1 charge thee there- 
_—__  forg 
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fore: abi God and the:Lord Jeſus Chriſt who ſhalt judge V 
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom-- 
peach ulis word. The miniſters of Chriſt are to be preachers, 
public heralds; and the ſubjedt ol their Preaching or he- 
raldry, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, is io be the 
word, the goſpel, the word of life and ſalvation. You a 
are not therefore, my dear brother, to entertain your peo 
ple with florid pompous declamations on the power of 
reaſon, the dignity of man, and the beauty of virtue; 
but you are to preach the wor d. You are to ſtudy to ſhew 
yourſelf approved unto. God, a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. \ 
| Miniſters are ſometimes called ſhepherds, and in this cha- 
rater you, may remember they are exhorted to feed their 
flocks, The elders which are among you, ſays the apoſtle 
Peter, 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. { exhort who am alſo an Eder, 
FEED the flock of God. And our Lord's own charge.to 
this very apoſtle was, Jobs xxi. 15, FEED my ſheep 
and FEED my /ambs. With reſpe& to the matter of our 
preaching therefore, my brother, our- great concern 
ſhould be to have it of ſuch a nature, that it may be./ood 
to our peoples ſouls. It is our buſineſs as preachers, not 
to amuſe the ſancies of our hearers, but to feed nouriſh | 
and ſtrengthen their precious ſouls. Preach then, my | 
dear brother, the pure goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt., Preach to 
your people as the apoſtles and primitive miniſters did to 
thoſe amongſt whom they labored, preach IE sus to them, 
preach Chriſt and him crucified.---Preach him in all the 
original dignity of is nature and ' perſonas God, the eternal 
ſon of the eternal father, the ſon of the Father i 1n truth, the 
brightneſs of his glory and the eapreſi image of his perſon. 
Preach him in all the excellencies of his mediatoriatcharac- 
ter, as . all A __ thefullneſs 0 the Godhead 


„ „ aeelirg 
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1 
dwelling bodily i in him, 8 out of whoſe fullnefs his phos 


ple receive grace for grace: grace correſponding to grace. 
and ſo ſorming an amiable reſemblance betwixt him'as 

their head, and them as members of his myſtical body; 
Preach him in all hig offices, as the great prophet, prieſt, 
and king of his church. Their prophet to teach and in- 
ſtruct them by his word and Spirit; their prieſt to atone 
and intercede for them, and to render their perſons and. 


ſervices acceptable to God; and their king to protect and 
defend them, and to rule in and over them. Preach, pro- 


claim to your hearers, the abſolute. need of an intereſ in 
his blood and righteouſneſs, in order to their Juſtification” | 


and acceptance; and that except they are born: again," re- 


newed in the ſpirit of their minds, created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus, made ſpiritually. new creatures, they cannot ſee the 
kingdom of God. Preach to them the ability of Chriſt to 
ſave; to ſave the very chief of ſinners, to ſaye unto the 
uttermoſt, to ſave all that come to God by him. Preach. 
the willingneys of Chriſt- to ſave. . Tell poor | broken» 
hearted ſinners, that the ſmoaking flax he will not quench,. 

the: bruiſed reed be will not break, and that whoſoever. 


| cometh to him he will in ao wi/e caſt out. Preach Chriſt. 


as: the | only Savior, the only name given under heaven 
amongſt men, whereby we can be ſaved, the only 
foundation of.. the believer's hope. towards. God. In a 


word, preach Chriſt as the great Alpha and Omega of his 


church, their all in all. When you preach the law, let it 
be as a ſchool- maſter to lead men to Chriſt, and when 
you more proſeſſedly preach the goſpel, let Chriſt ſhine 
ſorth in every ſermon. When you preach doctrinally, ſee. 
that you point out the connection every doctrine has with 
the glorious perſon and character of Chriſt. And when 
you preach practically, ſee that you lead your people to 
Chriſt, as their vital head of influence, through whom it 
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is they are enabled. 28, de all things. When you pracit . 


upon any of the hiſtories of the bible, ſhew your hearers 
wherein they ultimately refer to Chriſt. When you treat 
of the propheſies, let it be with à view to Chriſt, 
the great objeRt; regarded in them. When you explain 
the types and ceremonies of the Moſaic diſpenſation, let 
it be your principal aim to:fhew how they were « ſhadow 
of Chriſt. When yau diſcourſe of the: promiſes, till leack 
your hearers to en in whom _ A mn and amen. 
even Chriſt. Met en * elk 


Upon the N Jin * 0 8 1 dh Seu 


* 


Gods explain, illuſtrate, and by every powerful argument 
endeavor, in a humble dependance upon the Spirits 


aid, to enforce the whole of the mind and will of God = 


made known in his word. Suit your diſcourſes to the 
young and to the old, the rich and the poor, the wWweale 
and the ſtrong, to ſuch as are babes in Chriſt, to ſuch as 
are young men, and to ſuch as are fathers... Preach to 
ſaints and ſinners, to men of every elaſs and character, 


giving milk to babes, and - ſtrong meat to them that are 


ſtrong: —but in 4d your preaching ſee to it that you 
preach C ñriſl. Chriſt is the ſum and ſubſtance of the 
bible, the central ſun that ſhi nes forth with unparalelled 
luſtre in the firmament af God's word, the grand medium 


of all the diſpenſations of providence and grace, in\whom _ 


the Father is well pleaſed; and through whoſe name he 


beſtows every bleſſing; and the grand buſineſs thereſore 


of a goſpel miniſter, mult be to preach Chriſl. And this 
is che preaching which, in every age, God has bleſſed 


and will bleſs to the conviction and converſion of ſinners, 


and the edification of his ſaints and people. It is in li: 


glaſs they behold the cLory of the Lord, and are 


changed into the ſame image from glory to glory. This 
i ae presching. which though à gumbling- Bloc to 


ſome 


Apirited. "Miniſters, you know, are directed to tua to 
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Tome and foeliſhnefs 15 sthen⸗ 18 che Wifdom of- Gera 
"Falvation ” to every oe that believetb⸗ This is "tht | 
6, "preaching "which Red? and nourlfhes the Tous i men to 


eternal life. This is ing oye ri to dear brother, of hhich 
your truly reſpectable predeceffors „ "in this chürch have 
ſet you an illuſtrious example; and this, Lam ful) perſuaded, 


is the preaching, with which, by the help of” God, 


you will continue to make thefe happy walls reſound/ 
With reſpett to the tompuſttion of your ſermons, you: 
me to ſay, it behoves you to take care, that your dif 


courſes be, not ſnpetficial, but ſod; not compare 
detlamation, but the product of ſerious and cloſe ſthdy; 
not eonſuſed and obſcure, but clear and metodicut; not 


*high-flown bombaſt as to the language, but plain, eaſy 8 
and natural; and yet, not dull and formal; but Hvely und 


ew themſelves approved unto God, and to be coeerned 


chat they appear wortmen, true laborers, not meer idle, 


ſuperſicial talkers::; and workmen that need: 108 be gland, 
"rightly, ſkilfully dividing the word of truth. They are 
*exhorted to meditate on the ſubjeQs of their miniſtry; and 
to give themſelves wholly to their work, -that their proſit- 
ing may appear unto all. And with reſpect to language 
particularly, we have the example of the apoſtle 'Panlifet 
before us, who uſed not excellency of ' fpeech;-did«not 
affect to embelliſh his diſcourſes with the ſtudied orna- 
ments of human eloquence, did not preach with theisn- 
- ticing words of man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration of 
the ſpirit and of power. Fhe language of our ſermons | 
"ſhould always be ſuch, as may be adapted rkther to ĩmpreſs 
and edify the gage rr e Wege s of the 
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— and the Rev. Mr. Foſeph Stexnett, fon of the late Rev. * 


Sennett, of London. 
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As to your delivery, let it be clear and. imelligible, 
grave and manly, affectionate and lively. The beſt ora- 
tory is the oratory of the heart. But all awkward geſtures, 

diſguſting tones, and every thing that ſavors of affetta- 
tion and grimace. you will, 1 hope, carefully avoid. Con- 
ſider yourſelf when preaching to your people 2s conver}: - 
ing with them about, the important concerns of their. fouls 
and an eternal world, and endeavor in your diſcourſes 
to make uſe of all that livelineſs and freedom, and that at. 
feftion;and :; ſer vor, Which render 8 well · ſupported gonvęr- 
lation ſo peculiarly agreeable and uſeful. Some migiſters 
ſeem; rather to preach. before their people. than to preach 
lo them; but this is by no means ſuitable. to the, nature 
and deſign of preaching, nor is it likely to gain the at- 
tention-of our hearers, Or reach their hearts.---If youfind 
your talents ſuißed a to a free, extgmpore delivery, would 
recommend this method of preaching to you as being, in 
the general. the, moſt, lively. and.acceptable, and therefare 
likely to be moſt uſeful. But if through a native tmidiy | 
of mind, or from any other cauſe, you find it neceffa 
10 uſe: your notes, there is no command of God or man, 
That. I know of, to prohibit you. For my. own part 1 
think this i is. a point upon which too much ſtreſs hath been 
laid. bot on the one fide, and. on the ; other, and which. 
it would be much better to leave, as it is in itſelſ, as a 
thing. intliſſerent, and, reſpecting which the ahilities of 
different miniſters, the taſte and genius ol: their people, 
 vith:other-circumſtances,of a like nature, ſhould deter- 
mine. Suffer me however, earneſtly to recommend it to 
you, when you have: notes to endeavor to be ſo far maſ. 
ter of them as to he able to deliver yourſelf with as-much 
freedom life and energy, as though you had not; and 
when you have not, to deliver yourſelf with as much 
F and ſoldity as 22 you a A ut debvery 
| 1 
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Aa either to the one mk or he: other, 
Upon the whole, my dear brother, | preaching is a princis, 


pal branch of your work as a Chriſtian miniſter, and will 


require much of your time and attention. Your natural. 
abilities, your acquired knowledge, and your ſpiritual 


gits, will all find employment in this important exerciſe. 


And then it is our talents and giſts of every kind are truly 
ſanctiſied, when they are heartily and affetttonately devots 
ed io God and his ſervice, I would only ſay further un- 
der this head, you are to preach in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, to be ready to every good word and work, not 
indolently to ſay, pray have me excuſed, but rather, as 
far as your health and the other duties of your office may. : 
permit, wherever and whenever providence opens a door 
for you, you ſhould be ready to ſay, Lord here am I. 
ſend me; Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 
, The next part of the miniſtry you have weed 
150 which it behoves you b to pom to, is en 
Ow . S nee 
In the diſcharge of this part of. your adden, „ are 
ſenſible, my brother, that it is peculiarly deſirable to pre- 
ſerve a. temper of mind ſtrictly devotional; to be metho- 
dical, and yet not ſormal; pathetic but not extravagant 3 
copious, but not tedious; and to ſuit your prayers to dif- 
ferent occaſions, and tothe different frames and circum- 
ſtances both of yourſelf and your hearers. Endeavor 


always to pray with the ſpirit, and with the underſtand- 


ing alſo. Avoid formality and a ſameneſs in your puhlic 
prayers, and never think the excellency of a prayer con- 
fiſts in the length of it. We are cautioned you know by 
our Lord himſelf, when we pray, tot to be lile the phariſees, 


- who: for a ſhew made long prayers; but what I woukl 
| particularly caution. you againſt. on this head, is what 


1 know not how otherwiſe to deſcribe, than by calling 
| them 


L 16 J 
them preacking prayer. Many, otherwiſe excellent im- 
niſters, have inadvertently given into this irreverent and. 
unbeeoming practice. More than half their prayer per- 
haps, is meer narration, and now and then a petition is 
tacked on to it, meerly as a kind of memorandum of what 
we ſhould otherwiſe be very. liable to ſorget, namely, that 
they are praying, and not profeſſedly at Jeaſt preaching - 
Now this is, in my humble opinion, not leading but miſe 
leading the devotions of a congregation; it debaſes the 
dignity and folemnity of prayer; and renders that which 
ſhould be the moft ſpiritual part of worſhip the leaſt fo. 
Avoid therefore, my dear brother, this too common, but 
exceedingly - corrupt practice. To pray in this manner 
cannot, 'Þ think, be called praying with the hh or r w 
the underflanding either.. 
g. Another branch of worſhip, ien as @ -mioiftes of 
Chriſt it lies upon you to preſide over and eff 2 
An ging pfalms or hymns, s. TY 
Our bleſſed Lord himſelf /ang a 8 with his Aiſcipley | 
and the primitive Chriſtians uſed to ſpeak to one another 
in pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, And a moſt 
enlivening, delightful part of worſhip it is when properly 
conducted. Do not then think it beneath your attention, 
my brother, to endeaver to chuſe out ſor your people 
ſuitable compoſitions of this nature; ſuch as may be 
adapted to kindle devotion, and to ſet the affettions on 
things above, and ſuch as may be ſuited to the different 
ſubjects you may infiſt upon, and which may help to im- 
preſs them more deeply upon the mind. And endea- 
vor to ſtir up your people to enable themſelves to join in 
this part of worſhip, with-pleafure and ſatisfabtion to 
_ themſelves and others. If public ſinging be a duty, let it 
be Torres to e, e and attended ſa hat it may 
eee 333; uin 
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5 not ice. che animating- enlivening vel 
of ig 19597464, eee Df KO SA rTTRqUOLY 191 597 ino 
4, Another b of the Chriſtian niviſiry 3 is adni- 
niſtring th ordinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. 
* onterning which I need only ſay, ſee to it that yon 
conform to the pattern ſhe wn you in the word of God, and 
do ulldevently and in order. When you bapti ze, explain the 
nature and deſign of baptiſm, and ſhew Who are the pro- 
per ſubjefts of this ordinance, and in what Way it ought 
to be adminiſtered. When you adminiſter the Lord's 
ſupper, endeavor ſo to enlarge on the death of Chriſt, the 
nature and deſigu of it, the benefits that flow from; it, and 
the immenſe unparalelled love diſplayed in and by it, that 
your happy flock may be ready to ſay, as the diſciples did 
when they went to Emmaus with their riſen Maſter, -- 
did not our hearts burn WO _ whilſt he talked to, us 
a 1 tes t n « 115 
F. As a miniſter of Ctrl, it is ; your dnty to e Z 
the government of his houſe where he has flationed:you.— 
Miniſters are not to be lords over God's heritage, nor to 
have dominion over their people's faith; but yet they are 
to rule in the houſe of God, and to ſee io it that they rule 
Vvell. Know them, fays Paul, that have the rule over you. 
And the Elders that rale well are to be accounted worthy 
of double honor. You are to rule however; my brother, 
vou will remember, according to the word of God, mak- 
Ang that the grand ſtandard of alt your proceedings in this 
character, and by and with the conſent of your people, 
not as a lord ouer them; but a helper of their faith and 
In the all miſſion: of members, it behoves you to be 
Torthful and-dloſe-with-thoſe who apply for admiffion, and 
yet candid and charitable; And in the ſuſpenſion; cenfure, 
or excluſion of members, great fidelity, - - tenderneſs,” and 
Hamil will⸗be requiſite. Let it ever W that the 
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glory of God, the ahlancemerit 'of the: Redeemer wes 
dom, the real proſperity of the community you preſide in, 
and the good of the individuals concerned, are your 
grand and governing motives; and not any private pi 
ques, prejudices or humors of yaur own. : Let . 
ee conducted with: a ſpirit of love. a ww 1 vivo 
6. Another branch of yout office is 10 50 ee | 
4 by your converſation to teach chem ſrom houſe to 
houſe. Here, great prudence will be neceſſary. You 
ſhould not, on the one hand, be a ſlranger te the ſeveral 
families of your people, nor yet fuch'a//requent: viſitant of 
them as to conſume more time than. the other: duties of 
your office will properly admit of. However, let me ex- 
hort you to endeavor, in your moſt free and familiar in · 
tercourſes with your people, never to leave their com- 
pany, if poſlible, without dropping ſomething that may be 
uſeful to them, and excite in their minds a ſavor of ſpirt- 
tual things. Let your viſits be, as far as poſſible; truly | 
paſtoral. Reprove, rebuke, exhort upon theſe ooeaſions 
as may be neceſſary, and neyer forget to comfort the ſee - 
ble · minded, and to ſay to them that are of a fearful. heart, 
be ſtrong, fear not. The ſick and afflicted of the flock 
will have a peculiar claim to your attention. When they 
are drawn aſide into the wilderneſs of affligion; it behoves 
you as a miniſter of Chriſt, to ſpeak comfortably to them. 
Afflictive ſeaſons are very profitable ſeaſons, when duly 
improved. And were you in your paſtoral viſits to cate- 
chiſe the children of the reſpective families you viſit, (as 
I apprehend public catechifing is impracticable in your {t- 
tuation, a great part of the year at leaſt.,) it might be at- 
tended with a peculiar bleffing, and help greath to pro- 
mote the ſuereſs of your more publie inſtructions. The 
Tifing generation would hereby be led toreverenee and ove 
you as theiroſpiritual inſtructor and friend, and in cheir 
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advancing years it might be hoped, would pay a See 
regard than they might otherwiſe have done to what. they 
hear you deliver from the pulpit. Miniſters ſhould not 
overlook little children. They ſhould be ready to gather 
them with their arm, and carry them in their boſom. , Sub 
fer lutle children, ſays our. bleſſed Lord, to comt unta me, 
and forhid them not, for. of ſuch is the kingdom of hea- 
ven. Thus have I ſet before you, my dear brother, che 
ſeveral branches oof. that ſervice or miniſtry you have re- 
ceived in the Lord, and which it is incumbent. upon you, 
in the fear and ſtrength of your divine, pe —_ 
heed that you fulfil.” AA Sit Serb ach 
It a remains therefore now, in 1010 | har 

G | 371 


1 Place, That I onthe _ endeavor & to enforce the 
exhortation giyen in the words before us, concerning this 
miniſtry or ſervice. Say to Archippus, take heed to the 
miniſtry thou haſt received, that thou fulfil it. 

The grand object of your life now, my brother, ſhould 
be. tbe /u/fulment of the miniſtry you have received in the 

Lord. You are a Chriſtian miniſler, and as ſuch, your 
principal concern ſhould be to make 1 grog of TO 
an, 

See to it ha that you —_ not to 1 1 hos 
| Fall the duties of your extenſive and important office,; and 
that you attend to them in a conflant, habitual manner, not 
by fits and ſtarts, not merely in an occaſional way, but re- 

gularly and ſtatedly.—And tale heed to the miniſtry you 
; have received, that nothing may draw you off from an at- 
tention to it. Watch and pray, that you enter not into 
temptation. Guard againſt every thing which might have 
a tendency to inder you in your main work and buſineſs, 
or to prevent the ſucceſs of it.— Take heed unto thy/elf as 
well as thy dofrine.. Miniſters are to W to their 
flocks, 


on Eats AN. Ob. cog: 


L 5 ] - 


| flocks;/ in word, in converſation, in puritr. : They are to 
be blamele/s; if married, they are to have each of them but 


one wife, they are not to countenance polygamy; they are 
moreover to be vigilant, ſober, of good behavior, given to 
hoſpitality; ol an open generous temper, apt to teach, not 
given lo wine, they are only allowed a little wine, and that 
not with u view to pamper their appetites, but only to 
ſtrengthen them ſor their work; no Hrilers, not greedy of 
filthy lucre, loving the fleece more than the flock ;' patient, 
not brawling, not covetous, to rule well their on houſes, 
when they are fettled in families, having their children, if 
they have children, in ſubjection with all gravity; and fi- 


_ nally, they ſhould ſo behave in the whole of their deport- | 
ment, in all the various duties of life, and in all their dif- 
_ ferent connections, as to kave a good report of them that 


are without, "leſt they fall into repi oach and the ſnare of 

che devil.“ — And a miniſter that is regardleſs of theſe 
things, let him preach ever ſo often and ever fo well, and 
attend externally to all the duties of his office with ever 
ſo much pundtuality, can never be ſaid to any good pur- 
poſe, to have fulfilled the miniſtry committed to him. In 
ſhort, my dear brother, without a lively ſenſe and ſavor of 


divine things upon your own heart, and exemplified i in 


every ſuitable and becoming way in your temper, life and 
converſation, you will never be able to attend to the mi- 
jones you His mma with Wer pleaſure. to N or 

prost 


* Gravitas autem <uſmodi ft, non dur a Paſtoris adit komines arced: 


fed, que ad omnem reverentiam componat adeuntes. Oportet enim mini- 


firum verbi w pb N EuTpogorybpov bert, i. e. congreſſu facilem, effabilem, 


ut de ; Athanaſio, Nazianzenus; (orat: in in laudem Athan)—non nimia auſts. 


Biete non fronte corrugata tetricum, ne inſir mos timide accedentes, quod « de 

r8 fertur, a colloquio abſterreat. Vid. Foxi Martyrol. de Hoopero, lib. 4. 
Non auſterituten tibi ſuadeo, lait Bernardus ad Eugenium,) ſed gravitatem ; ule 
 Infirmiores fugat, hc leviores reprimit 3 illa 6 «ff odibilem, hc f fi abfit con- 
2 reddit. 
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profit to others. A looſe, carnal, ogodlf anger s is dne 


of the moſt ſhameful and ſhocking characters in the whole 


world. But not only have you need, in order to the ful- 


Kilment of your miniſtry to guard againſt every thing in 
your temper and behavior which might tend to unfit” you 
for the duties of your office, or obſtruct your uſefulneſs in 
it; but alſo on the other hand, 10 attend diligently to every 
thing which, under a divine bleſſing, might have a ten- 
gen. to further and promote the great ends and deſigns of 


Study to ſhew thyſelf an able workman, Improve 


our natural talents, your acquired knowledge, and your 


ei gifts. Give attendance to reading, meditation, 


and, above all, to fervent prayer; and let your profiting 
appear to all. Let it be the people's fault, not your's, if 


they are not ſenſible of the diſſerence there is betwixt a 


ſolid, able, faithful, laborious miniſter, and a conceited, 


idle, e er. In a word, do not entangle yourſelf 
more than is abſolutely neceſſary with the things of this 
life, but laying aſide every weight, and comparatively 
diſregarding every diſcouragement you may meet with, 
whether from friend or foe, preſs forward; take heed 
to the miniſtry you have received, that you fulfil i it, and 


let nothing move you, ſo that you may but finiſh your 


courſe with j joy, and the Wy mY have received from 


the Lord Jeſus! _ 
+:: But perhaps your heart melts within you, and with a 


ſorrowſul accent you are ready io ſay—Who i is ſufficient 
for theſe things? But be not diſmayed; there are many- 
encouraging conſiderations, my dear brother, to animate 
and enliven your drooping heart, Shall x 8 mention, 


and indeed I can "wo! mention a few of them to vou 7 . 
noh „ Canlider 

nme 9 cin ſincere previcunibu nunpuan PIE ITETG 

— 5 | 05 5 auer, 


1 * 
ie WP 17 ov d, 


FR >. 1 1 


(Kas oy 


Cond then, 1, Of whom y regoived this wirt 
hes the Jord.—lt. is. be bo bath counted nip 
ajthful, putting you into the, miniliry, It is he who hath 
given pou. abilities for it. It i b he 4 an bis providence who 
hath, Called you to. 1 It is don. 


who is all your lyation and all your _hope, . who hath 
loved You. And given, himſelf for. you, ho hath ma 

teſted Aae i, N oftemimes as he doth not, unts "the 
called to lerve.! Let the thought enliven and animate 
you. Hear Jeſus faying | unto yon, for is not this his 


language 7 Lowft thou me What is your reply ?—O,' 1 
EkEnoy jt is from your 1 inmoſt heart, Lord, thou knoweſt all © 


things, thou . knoweſt that. I love thee! Let the love 2 
Chrift then conſirain) you, to take heed to the miniſtry you 
haye received of him, that you fulfil it; Who would not 
wilingly exert himſelf i in the ſervice of fuch a Maſter? : 
2. Conſider the natufe and importance of the ſervice 
lenk to which he calls you. My dear brother, you are to 


watch for fouls, you are to'be the ſavor of life unto life | 


to them, or of death unto death. You are an embaſſador 
for Chriſt, to beſeech poor ſinners, in Chriſt's Read; to be 
reconciled to God, and to build up his people 'in'know- 
ledge, faith, holineſs and comfort unto eternal life. Vou 
not. only ſerve a good Maſler, who may well expe& you 
to be willing to ſpend and be ſpent for him ; but you are 
engaged i ina good cauſe, the beſt cauſe in the world. You 
are called upon to be a worker together with God; in the 
fulfilment of his great purpoſes with refpe& to the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners. Your bulineſs is, as an inſtrument in 
God's hand, to /ave the fouls of them that hear you. 
Should not then every power and faculty be moſt cheer- 
fully exerted in the 9 of a miniſtry ſo important 
444 | BEE, 2s 


who, fays_ to you con- 
cerning it, occupy. ein. 1 come! He, my dear brother, - 
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as this ? How can your time, how can your talems, Your 
health, yea your very life, be better Employed a | Tpen 


2 


3. Conlider the aſſiſtance you may expect to to receive. | 
What is the language of your divine Maſter to you? 


Why if is, and what can be more anjmating—My grace 
is ſufficient for thee! And, as is thy day, 10 0 thy 


Arength be !—Iuſteall therefore of fipking under a ſenſe 
of your own weakneſs, and the many difficulties and dif- 
couragements you muſt expect to meet with ; let your | 
language rather be,—I will glory in mine iofirmities, that 
the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me; for when I. am 
weak then Iam firong,—. cando all things, through Crit 
who Arengtheneth me. . 

4. The time is hort. It is but a lute white 1 cio 
to ſpend on earth, but a fþan of time to work in at the 
longeſt—and this ſhort ſpan may be rendered yet ſhorter, 
In an unexpected hour the ſummons may be given, give 
an account of thy ſtewardſhip! Behold the bridegroom 
cometh, go out to meet him! Should not this confidera- 
tion animate you to take heed to the miniſtry you have re- 


ceived, that you fulfil it? Bleſſed beyond deſcription is 


that ſervant, whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall find 


ſo doing! 


5. The reward 1s great. — 

It is indeed a reward, not of debt but of grace, and 
therefore it is ſo great. We are at beſt but unprofitable 
fervants, and yet what large rewards hath divine love ſet 
before us ! Be thou faithful unto death, this 1s the gracious 
language of our gracious Maſter, and I will give thee a 
crown of life ! They that be wiſe, ſays the prophet, . ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs ofthe firmament, and they that turn 
many unto righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever ard ever, 


My dear brother, what though you ſhould meet with many 
Qiffiulties 


/ 
3 * * N 
L 1 10 


difficulties and diſcouragements, it i is ; but.; a latte while and 
the chief Shepherd will appear; and when Hz appears, 
you ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. A 
few more. rolling months and years, and your labors, my 
brother, will be at an end; but * yea everlaſting i is your 
reward in heaven! | 

When you are tempted to be faint and 8 
think my dear brother, you hear the trumpet ſounding, the 
judge deſcending, and his gracious voice proclaiming— 
Well done good and faithful ſervant, enter into thy Maſ- 
ter's joy !—Surely the thought :/ revive and rouſe you! 

At this reſplendent and awful period, may it be my hap - 
pineſs, to meet you, my truly beloved brother, and all the 
tribes of the redeemed, of every character, kindred, 
tongue and nation, and to receive the plaudit of the Savior 
e with you! Amen! Amen! 
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HERE is much of the wiſdom and goqdneſs of Go 
diſcoverable in thoſe mutual dependencies and re- 
| ations of various kinds, which he hatli ſeen fit to eftabliſh 
amongſi his creatures. It is hereby larger and leſſer focis- 
ties are formed and cemented, and the various duties 
ariſing from ſuch conneRions, rendered eaſy and delight- 
ful. As in the human body, ſo with reſpe& to every ſo- 
ciety, whether of a political or religious nature, the eye 
cannot ſay to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor 
again, the head to the feet, I have no need of you. But 
God hath tempered the body together, that there ſhould 
be no ſchiſm in the body, but that all the Is ſhould 
haye the ſame care one for another. | 
As it has therefore pleaſed the great Lord and head of 
the church, this day to give you my friends of this religi- 
ous community, a paſtor, I truſt, after his own heart, and 
you have heard the ſolemn charge which has been given 
him, to take heed to the miniſtry he has received in the 
Lord, that he fulſil it; you will now, in compliance with 
your own requeſt, permit me, with all becoming freedom, 
faclity and afection, to addreſs myſelf, my honored friends, 
EE - | to 


„ 


pl to you the embers of this Chriſtian church; and 10 lay 
3 before you the duties which are incumbent upon you, with 
reſpet̃t particularly to my worthy brother, who in an: 
Wl ſwer to your earneſt, unanimous, and affectionate invita- 
8 tion, hath taken the overſight of you in the Lord, 
i And in what more ſuitable manner can I addrefs you 
4 upon this happy occaſion, than in the language of the 
| great apoſtle Paul to the church at Philippa, reſpecting 
id Epaphroditus, his brother and companion in N ou 
1 will find the paſſage recorded, in | 

| Phil. ii. 19. 

| RC EIVE HIM THEREFORE IN THE LORD WITH 


: "ALL GLADNESS, mts HOLD | zwar Ain Rkru- 
TATION. * 05 „ 71218 392 b 
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Pau,, N at this time a ee 2 having 
received 4 preſent from the Phi{apprans by the faithful 
hands of Fpaphroditus, who in the tourſe of his journey 
had been fick nigli unto death, and now, having diſcharged 
the traſt xspoſed in bim with the greateſt fidelity, was 
defirons of returning again tõ his friends at Philippi, 
- he ſends him back with the following mp _ 
monial. 
l ſuppoſed it necyſary to fond to you Epoprodit, wy | 
brother and companion in labors, and fellow-foldier; but 
your meſſenger, and he that miniſteredtomy wants. For 
he longed after you all, and was ſull-of heavineſs, becauſe 
that ye had heard that he had beem fiek.. For indeed he 
mas ſick. nigh unto. death: But God had mercy on kim, 
and not on him only, but on me alſo, leſt I ſhould have 
ſorrow upon ſorrow,” I ſent him therefore the more care. 
| fully. that when 7e ſee him again, ye" may rejoice, and 
that I may be the lxſs forrowſul. Neceite bim theve/ore in 
- a. * end oli fuch in cee 
855 becauſe 
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lle forthe work wf Chriſt he was night um deaths" 
not: reg wupply 3 your ele! 0 NE 46. 
wards me. „ SIO 
Now in lie manner as Pax! addreſſed” ths Philigpiyhs 
_ reſpetting Epaphrogitus, ſo would I addrefs- you, my 
friends, reſpecting my dear brother, and your worthy 
paſtor, - Receive him in the Lord with all gladneſi, and 
hold: him in eee Which: bande you ml 
permit me 708. 


I. To . gal Noftrae. r 
I. To enforce a practical attention to Fg Concluding 
with ſome refleftions upon the whole. 


1, Lam to explain and illuſtrate the exhartation before 
us. And 1 ſhall conſider the ſeveral branches of thy * 
hortation, in the order in which they ſtand. | 

Receive fim. The word (mpocduxopes) - here . 
receive, ſiguiſies to embrace, to receive with kindneſs and 
Affection, or, as indeed the e n ee 5 
with all gladneſs. CI 

Permit me here to Te, | ITO 

1. You ſhould receive your minifter as a man. . 

A man, and entitled therefore to manly treatment; not 
to be awed, threatened, or trifted with as a child. A 
man, and who is therefore ſubje& to all the wants of hu- 
manity, which it is your duty, in the beſt manner you” 
can, comfortably to ſupply. A man of like paſſions' and 
infirmities with other men, and from whom therefore 

you aught not to expect per ſe ion, but for whoſe foibles 
and unallowed Wenge pen thould be ready to make the 
moſt candid apology. In ſhort, a civil, reſpediſul, decent 
— wan reception, may be juftly expected from wry 
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25 well as in an external manner. Open your minds freely 


by all wich whom you are cofhected, and to Aae! I recep 
tion, your miniſter therefore muſt ſurely be, in a more 


eſpecial manner, entitled, Accordingly you find wheri 


our bleſſed Lord ſent forth his diſciples upon an extraor- 
dinary miſſion, he encouraged them to expect a friendly 
reception even in thoſe places where they were perfect 
ſtrangers. See Matt. x. g, &c. Provide neither gold, nor 


fitter, nor braſs in your purſes ; nor ſerip for your journey, 


neit ier two coats, neither ſhoes, nor yet flaves - for the work- 
man is worthy of his meat. And into whatſoever city, or 


town ye ſhall enter, enquire who in it is worthy, and there 
abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an hauſe 
falute it, and ſo on. 

2. You ſhould receive your miniſter as 4 Chriſtian ; - 

not only as a man, but as a good man, a man of God. 
Such he is moſt certainly /uppo/ed to be, ſuch therefore 
ould you efteem him whilſt he preſerves his Chriſtian 

character, and as ſuch you ought moſt undoubtedly to re · 
eetve him. Indeed this ſeems to be ſuggeſted by the 


| apoſtle 8 enjoining the Philippians to receive Epapbrodi. 


tus, in the Lord. You are to receive your miniſter chere · 
fore in the moſt affectionate manner, remember, as your | 


| Jellow-chriſtian, as one who hath obtained like precious 


faith with you, and who will, not merely in vertue of his 
office, diſpenſe the word and ordinances to you, but will | 
declare to you that which he hath himſelf taſted and felt 
and handled of the word of life. As an unconverted mi- 
niſtry is a dreadful curſe, ſo it muſt be very uncomforta- 
ble when a people do not eftcem and receive their mini- 


ſter as a Chriſtian, though perhaps he be really ſo. Itis 


your duty, and I may fay it is your intereſt my friends, to 
receive your miniſter as a man of God, Give him the 
right! hand of fellowſhip, and commune with him in heart 


to 


= 


K * 1 


to him, converſe with him as 2 fellow-pilgrim,. not 
2 Lord over Jour jth or conſcience, but a helper 970 Your 
JOY. 
l xt You are more eſpecially to receive your willen 
as 4 miniſler, or in a manner agreeable to. the ar- 
ticular character which be ſuſtains with "reſpeft to” 
ven. . YA Wee 

You are not only to receive him as a. nan, and 28 4 
Chriſtian, but alſo as a miniſter, and as ſtanding i in this 
relation particularly to you. We are commanded to bo- 
nor all men, that is with the honor due to them, accord- 
ing to their reſpettive characters and ſtations. Honor to 
whom honor is due, fear to whom fear. There is 2 
peculiar reſpect due to every character, according to the 
peculiar nature of it. Now the miniſters of Chriſt are to 
be reſpected as the ſervants of the moſt high God, the 
embaſſadors of peace, the meſſengers of the churches and 
the glory of Chriſt. As we tender the honor of our divine 
Maſter, and wiſh to promote the ſucceſs of our miniſtra- 
tions, we may, I think, without juſtly incurring the im? 
putation of pride, nagniſy our office. Accordingly vo 
find the language of our Lord himſelf upon this ſubſeck, 
is evidently calculated to ſtamp a peculiar dignity upon 
the miniſterial character. Matt. x. 41. He that receivetls 
a prophet, in the name of a prophet, ſhall receive a ÞK0- 
PHET's reward. And it is evidently in the character of: 2 


- 


faithful. zealous, and laborious miniſler the apoſlle recom- 


mends Fpaphroditus to the church at Philippi, and as' 
ſuch he expected them to receive him. Nor do T doubt 
of your readineſs thus to receive 9 honored brother, 5 


your preſent paſtor. | 


But here, it may be proper to be Tome Gbit TR 
particular. Permit me then to Tay; bby Hl TY 
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1ſt. place, Receive your, mates pertonally inne yeur 


eſteem. and affen. Oils, 0 10 


As it is your duty to love the "6 cha chat; is not only 
your fellow -· members but all the family of Chriſt without 


diſtinction, ſo it is your eſpecial duty to love thoſe who 


labor amongft you in word and dottrine. And we beſeech 
you brethren, ſays the apoſtle writing to the Theſ/alonaaus, 


1 Tell. v. 18. To know them which labor among you. and 


are over you in the Lord, and admoniſhyou ; ; and to eſteem 
them, VERY HIGHLY in love for their work's ſake. And 
in his epiſtle to Timothy, 1 Tim; v. 17. Let the Elders that 
rule well be counted worthy of DOUBLE HON:ORy F effece- 
ally they who labor in the word and dotirine. A paſtor of 


a church is indeed /uppo/ed to be deeply intereſted in a 


people's affection before he becomes their paſtor, and 
then it is when this mutual relation they ſtand in to one 


another is really founded upon mutual eſteem and love, 


it is likely to be for their mutual comfort and advantage. 
2. Receive your minifter in the exerciſe 28 8 8 

of the various duties of his function. 

It is not enough that you have a great ſi cout | 

for him, and are ready to ſhe him every private mark of 


friendſhip in your power, at the ſame time that you do 
not attend upon his miniſfrations. It is your duty to: e- 
ceive your miniſter, in a particular manner, in the diſ- 
charge of the duties of his office. Is it hrs. duty to preach 


the word ? It is yours to hear it. And to hear it regu- 
larly, diligently, ſeriouſly,” and with an earnett deſire 
tbat you may be enabled to receive it into your hearts and 
practiſe it in your lives. A private member's place in 
the houſe of God, ſhould no more be empty at the ſea- 
ſons of worſhip, without ſome ſpecial reafon for it, than 
| Os, ' "the 


(Naa; mig, id oft, de quibus magis. etiam ſpecialis cura ſuſcipiatur, | 


Beza in loc. 


Uo ME, 


[<7 © 1 | 2 
miniſter's. ' And thoks that hear the word of God are ex- 
horted alſo to take heed ib they hear, and not to be 
hearers of the word omy, deceiving! their own ſouls} but 
doers of the ſame. And ſo with reſpect to all the branches 
of religions worſhip, prayer, praiſe, and the adminiſtta- 
tion of the ordinances, you ſhould: receive your miniſter 
with all gladnefs, doing all you can to encourage, 
firengthen and animate him in his great and arduous 
work. And with reſpett particularly i to the 4 ſcipliu- of 


the church; is he to aft as your preſident in the exerciſe 
of it? you ſhould then concur with him, and endeavor to 
promote his ſucceſs in it. Obey them, Jays the apoſtle 
writing to the Hebrews, Heb. xiii. 1 that have the rule 
over you, and Submit yourſelves. It follows, —/or they 
watch for your ſouls as they that muſt give account: that 
they may do it with joy and not with grief, Jor that ts unpro- 


fitable for you. When a miniſter acts in character, he acts 


under the immediate authority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſhould be treated accordingly. When an eatthly 
prince ſends an embaſſador upon any patticular embaſſy, 
heexpetts that his embaſſador be received in amanner he- 
coming the dignity and authority of his-maſter, and re- 
ſents any affront offered him, as though t was offered tb 
himſelf. Now miniſters are embaſſadors of Chriſt, the Prince 
of all the kings. of the earth, and ſhould therefore be regard. 
ed by thoſe to vhom they are ſent, in a manner ſuitable tothe 
character of him that ſends them. Nor let this be thought 
too aſſuming; - for what is it more than is ſaid by Chriſt 
himſelf. See Matt. x. 40. He that receivei vou, vecerveth 
ME, and he that receiveiſi me receorth him, that font me, 
And again, Matt. xxv. 40. In as much as ye have lone % 
unto one of the leaſt of theſe . my. brethren, ye have Tone it ; 
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3: You ſhould receive your nite ſo a8 0 take este, 
of him and comfortably to provide, for him. dy mio tant 
Receive him, that is acknowledge and regard him, ac-⸗ 
cording to the character he ſuſtains, and the relation in 
which he ſtands to you, and make ſuitable proviſion ſor 
him. Though a miniſter is not to be a Hireling, that is to 
undertake the work of the miniſtry merely for the ſake of 
the ſecular advantage which may ariſe from it; chough he | 
is cautioned not to enter upon the miniſtry for filthy 
lucre's ſake, but from nobler motives ; yet theſe. very 
conſiderations themſelves prove the right of a miniſter to 
a a comfortable ſupport from a people. If it was unlawful. 
for miniſters to receive a ſalary. ar ſtipend from their peo- 
ple, it would be ſtrange indeed to caution them not to be. 
hirelings, and not to undertake the miniſtry for fulthy - 
lucre's ſake, The laborer, as our Lord himſelf expreſſes 
it, Luke x. 7. is worthy of his hire. I we have /own unte 
you ſpiritual things, ſays the apoſtle Paul, is it a great 
thing rf we ſhall reap your carnal things ? The apoſtle Paul 
gave as ſtrong a a proof of his diſintereſtedneſs and generoſi- 
ty as perhaps any man ever did. He waved his right to a 
maintenance, upon ſome occaſions, where he thought his 
taking any thing of the people might be made a handle. 
againſt him by his enemies, to prejudice them againſt his 
miniſtry, and he theręfore wrought with his own hands 
for his ſupport, But does he calumniate and rail 
againſt thoſe miniſters who were ſupported. by the ; 
people, and repreſent them as hirelings, and of a merce- 
nary diſpoſition? Does he tell them they ought rather 
to act as he did, and to follow their. occupations? No, 
the apoſtle had not fo. learned Chriſt. On the contrary, 
he ſtrongly 1 recommends i it to miniſters not to be entangled, 
if poſſible, with the cares of this life, but to grue themſe loes 
WHOLLY to their miniſtry; and ftrenuouſly argues in fa- 
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vor of heircuaatdied 71 3 to a comfortable ſupport 
from thaſe who-might-enjoy the benefit of their miniſtra- 
tions: See 1 Cor. ix. . Sc. Who'goeth a warfare any time 
at as "own charges? io planteth a omeyard and eateth” 
not.of the fruit theteof,? Or who: feedeth a: flock, and eateth © 


not of the mill of the flock ? Say I theſe things as a man ß 


Or. /aith not the lau ue ſame alſo ? For ii is uritlen in tlie 
laue, Moſes, thou fhalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
 treadeth gut the.corn. '' Doth God take care for oxen? Or. 
ſaith þ he it altogether for or ſakes'? For our ſakes, no doubt, 
this is written, — Do ye not know that they which miniſler 
about holy things live ofthe things of | the temple ? And they 
which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar Eden 
/o hath the LoRD ORDAINED, 4hat they which preach the 
goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel. And accordingly: 1 in his 
epiſtle to the Calatiang, Gal. vi. 6. he gives the follow- 
ing exhortation, Let him that is taught in the word, com- 
municate unto him that teacheth, in all good things,* . 

Do not therefore, 1 might ſay to you my friends of this : 
church, ſuffer your miniſter to ſtarve for want of a com- 
fortable ſupport, whilſt he is endeavoring to feed you 
with the rich proviſions of goſpel grace, but recezve him, 
ſo as to provide comfortably for him; according to his 
wants, and your ability. Nor is there any reaſon to doubt, 
from your well- known diſpoſition and charakter, TO 
you will thus receive my dear and honored brother. 

But the exhortation beſore us mentions particnlarty; re- 
ceiving Epaphroditus in the Tard. Which mY hay 
ſuch things as theſe. 

1. Receiving him as in the Lord, or a to ia 
As one that was a ſellow-citizen with the lein and of ha!" 

| = bouſhold 

* Sec this; matter well eee in a treatiſe upon he ſubjedt, by We 


late Rev. My. David Rees, and recommended by ſeveral miniſters of each el 
nomination in London. 
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bouſhold or family of God. .. Epaphrodites appears to 
have been an eminently good man; as well as an able, 
adtive miniſter. He is ſuppoſed by ſome to have been 
the biſſiop or paſtor of the church at Philipp, and had 
given the moſt undeniable proofs of his love to Chriſt 
and his church, by the various good offices he had per- 
formed at the hazard of his life, The apoſtle calls upon 
them therefore to receive him in the Lord, as one that 
was evidently in the Lord, or vitally united to him. Of 
this character undoubtedly, all the miniſters of Chriſt 
ought to be, and when they appear really to be 42 they 
ſhould be received and regardec e - wa 
2. To receive your miniſter in the Lord, may 110d re · 
| ceiving him in the name — ear of th 5 Lord, and with 4 
mew to his glory. IN 1 1 * 
Faithf iniſters are ent of God. nh Fen PQ | 
moſt*impprtanterrand in the world. They are ſent to 
watch for your fouls as thoſe that muſt give an account, to 


r= — 
— = 


— 


— — 
—. — 
— — 


— 
— — 


r wp oy ITY ET WT ay wo 
- to ZE ons * — a — — — — 4 = 
- 2 — e < 


— — — — 


K 2 — ——— —P— —— —äm6je — — = - © — - — 
— — — — — — —— —— — 
* 
0 


ꝛ— — — —— 


TE ELLIS - — 2 K IS ie 2 
— — — — -- — 2 — 6— err cmoedonceee att a — * — = 
___ANnNNFTSEC_CnTD 22... . WRITER. CL — S XS * Pha. I — * 


hotd forth the word of life, to be a ſweet favor unto God 
; both in them that believe and in them that periſh; the ſa- 
| | | vor vf life unto life, or elſe, O dreadful alternative! of 
"my death unto death. Receive them therefore in the Lord, 
9 | as coming from him, as his meſſengers, and let it be 
MN your concern and prayer, that with reſpect to you parti- 
*of cularly,' they may not labor in vain, and ſpend their 
nn ſtrength for nought. I truft you will, my friends, thus 
1 receive my dear brother. Labor all you can in your re- 
b 1 ſpedctive ſtations to promote the ſucceſs of his miniſtrati- 


ons amongſt you. Be ready to ſecond him in every way 
you can, in all his humble earneſt efforts, as an inſtrument 
in God's hand, for the conviction and converſion of ſin- 
ners, and the edification of his ſaints and people. 
Strengthen his hands, and encourage his heart in his 
great Maſter's work. In every ſcheme he may propoſe 


for 


1 1 


for the honor of Chriſt, and the advancement of his kings 
dom and intereſt in the world, do you manifeſt a-readineſs 
do aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of your power. Pray with him 
and for him, and do all you can to ſtrengthen and help 
him. Conſider him in the relation he ſlands to his great 
Maſter, and in his name and fear, for his ſake and with a 
view to his glory, receive him. And of thoſe churches 
who thus receive the miniſters ſent to them, how truly 
may it be ſaid . Ve are our glory and joy] May you my 
dear friends be the glory and joy of your miniſter, __ Gs 
crown of his rejoicing in the great day! x | 
g. To receive a miniſter in the Lord, is to receive kink 
— to ite will of the ws, orin 0 a manner as he 
direct : | 
It is to receive Fro in be at he e on 
far the great purpoſes for which he is ſent. It is not 
merely to ſhew our perſonal regard for him by acts of 
private friendſhip, but it is to attend his miniftry, to re- 
ceive the doctrine taught by him, provided it be agreea- 
ble to the word of God, to prattiſe the duties recom- +: 
mended by him upon evangelical principles, and in the 
ſtrength of him through whom we can do all things. To 
receive his admonitions and reproofs when properly ad- 
miniſtered, and in every reſpect to behave towards him 
according to the nature of his character, and as the Lord 
has directed in his word. * Particularly, you we re- 

ceive: him with all gladne/s. | 29 
This is the next branch of * exhortation 1 we are to 
ͤ— tt" WT IP 
Vou are not to look upon the duties you owe your mi- 
niſter as burdenſome, but delighiſul. And if you love 
Chriſt; and love his houſe, and ordinances, and I may 
add, if you love your own ſouls, you will do fo. You 
will eſteem your miniſter 8 * valuable, and be ready to 
contribute 
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RR all you can to the” preſervatiqn and comfort, of 
. Epaphroditus had been fick nigh unto death, hut v w as 
now reſtored; and the apoftle EF his ar, n 


as a great mercy to the church, calls upon them to to fe. 


ceive him with all gladneſs. N 


The laſt branch of the exhortation is, "to bold fuch | 
ber- in reputation. "And held ſuch in  Feputation : f 


1 roleb rue erripis; 7 Neri, account ſuch honorable, or have 


«4 5 4 tot « 91 * 43 


them in honor. 
This part of the exhortation ſects to extend ifelf ts 
all the faithful miniſters of 'Chriſt in general. We are to 


"hold all. Juch'in reputation. But then ſurely if Chriſtians 


ſhould hold a/ the faithful miniſters ' of "Chriſt in getieral 
in reputation, much more ſhould they thus regard their 
own miniſters, with whom they are more immediately 


connetteil. But what is implied in un 2 1 


PR 72 þ apprehend i it implies tet. 
1. Cultivating in our own minds nen, and bee. 
onate ſentiments concerning him n 


Nothing is more precarious and uncertain than YT 
ene and applauſe. Our great Maſter bimſelf had ſad 
experience of it. The very ſame Jewiſh multitade 


who but a little 0 had cried, upon his entry into Je- 
ruſalem, Ho/anna ! Hoſanna l preſently after, without 


any juſt reaſon for it at all, changed their tone, and in- 


ceſſantly cried. away with him, crucify him, crucify him! And 
the very ſame people who at one time would have made 
Paul and Barnabas 60Ds, preſently aſter ſtoned them. 


The Calatians who were alienated from Paul by, judaiz- 


ing teachers, had once been ready to pluck out: their eyes 
to give him. So fludtuating and uncertain is the tide of 
popular favor. Many are ready enough to ſhe great re- 
ſpect to a miniſter when, he is young, and firſt comes 
amongſt them, but when he grows old, and begins to 
abate in his wonted vivacity, their love cools towards 

him. 


\ 


;[ 33 AJ 5 
him. When he pays them great ä and "RE 
only ſmooth things, all is well ; but when he i is called 


upon in the faithful execution of his office, to reprove, 


exhort, and rebuke wich becoming authority, then their 


minds are inflamed againſt him, and their former love is 


too often converted into hatred. But I hope and believe 


better things of you, my ſriends, though I thus ſpeak. I 


hope you will ever hold your miniſter in reputation ; che- 


riſhing in your minds the moſt honorable and affectionate 


ſentiments concerning him. Whilſt he is enabled to pre- 
ſerve his reputation, it is your duty to hold him in repu- 
tation. And would you do ſo ? Carefully guard then 
againſt every thing which might tend unjuſtly to prejudice 
your minds againſt him, abate your good opinion of him, 
or lower your eſteem of his once admired abilities and 
performances. Do not too rigidly animadvert upon any 
foibles, or unallowed infirmities you may think you 
obſerye in him, and beware how you admit any malici- 
ous and groundleſs report concerning him. Againſt an 
Elder, receive not an accuſation, but in the mouth of two 
or three witnefles; that is unleſs it be ſufficiently authen- 


ticated. In a word, avoid every thing which might leſſen 


your eſteem of him, and by a diligent ſerious attendance 
upon his miniſtrations, and in every proper way, endea- 
vor to eſtabliſh in your minds the moſt honorable and af- 


ſectionate thoughts of him. Nor let your aſſectionate 


thoughts of him be only thoughts, but ſee that you manileſt 
and realize them by correſpondent actions. | 

a. To hold your miniſter in reputation, is not nals to 
cheriſh a good opinion of him yourſelves, but to contri- 
bute all you can towards others having 3 an honorable nd 
amiable opinion of him alſo. 6 

© You are to hold him in reputation, to hold i * to 


the view of others in an . W. Supply his Nee 
E :  ceſſities, 


- — 
2 


—— 


P _ 


rr ER 
* 


— ER In In I 


—— LT. JP. ARR 


os > Ya 
— Ronen — 


— 


— —— — 
** ne 


— 


— — — 
— — 


. 
2 — 


ä * 2 4 * 
. EDX Xx IX —— ⁵— 0 ——— 


— 


SFA ob KKK 


£538 


3 — 
4 
— — 


— 


- a” 
4 ; Pa 223 SD » ws _ 
= 4 2 ; * = * 8 
— . < 2 


ä — — — 


\- SS 2s * Ie 
© — 


— 
— 
= -_ —— 


ECC 


1 


ceſſities, net with a ſparing, | penurious hand, but liberal- 
ly, ſo as to enable him to appear in the world in a decent 


reſpectable manner, and to exerciſe, as you know miniſ- 
ters are exhorted to do, hoſpitality, When you hear 


him unjuſtly reproached and vilified, vindicate and de- 
fend bim, and take care that you never countenance, 
even by your ſilence upon ſuch occaſions, any artful de- 
"ſigning miſrepreſentations which may tend to depreciate 
his character or miniſtry. Speak reſpectfully of him in 
your families, and in the world, behave affectionately to 
him, and endeavor in every ſuitable and proper way to 
conciliate the good opinion of all with whom you may be 
connetted, concerning him. The comfort and ſucceſs 


of a miniſtet Ty much depend upon the opinion His 
. people and men in general entertain of him, and it is of 


more importance than many are aware of therefore, to 
hold miniſters, whenever it can be done with truth and juſ- 
tice, in reputation. There is nothing in common men 
are more tender of with reſpect to themſelves, than their 
reputation; and ſurely if they love and value their miniſ. 
ter, they will be tender of his reputation alſo. | 
Thus have I gone through the ſeveral parts of the apoſ- 
tolic exhortation in w__ text. I proceed now, as was 1 


22155 in the 


II. Place. To enforce a practical attention to it. The 
exhortation is, as you have heard, to receive your mi- 


niſter in the Lord, with all gladneſs, and to hold him 


in reputation. Are any — to tay, e f ne we 15 


; jor T anſwer, 


1. Fe or the ſake of His great Maſter who ſends him to 
you. | 
He is a miniſter or ſervant of the Lord Jeſus Chril, 
Fur to you in his name, and as an embaſſador from him, 
and 


Tt 


and is on this account entitled to a Kind friendly,” and 
truly religious reception from you. A, chriſtian congre- 
gation ſhould always endeavor. conſcientiouſly to chooſe 
for their paſtor, one who is indeed a faithful ſervant of 
- God, and ſhould then receive him in the Lord with all 
gladneſs, and hold him in reputation. Nor ſhould it 
ever be forgotten, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt eſleems 
what is done to the _ of kts brethren, as wee it were 
done to himſelf. | | | 
2. You: ſhould receive your miniſſer in hos manner 
which has been recommended, for your own fakes. 
' You are greatly intereſted in the ſucceſs of his minif- 
try, and that both with reſpect to yourſelves, your, chil- 
dren and ſervants, and all that are round about. you. A 
goſpel miniſtry, is a greater bleſſing than many are aware 
of. Happy are your eyes for they ſee, and your ears for 
they hear, what kings and prophets longed for, but ne- 
ver ſaw, never heard. Vou hear the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation by a redeemer, the joyful found of peace on earth, 
good-will to finfal men. You hear of the full and free 
pardon of all fin through faith in Chriſt; and that he is 
made of God, unto all them that believe, wiſdom, righte- | 
ouſueſs, ſanRification, and redemption. That "Cod, 1s | 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imput- | 
ing to them their treſpaſſes, nor their ſins. That there | 
is now no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
You hear the doctrines and duties, the precepts and pro- | 
miſes of the word of God, explained, illuſtrated and | 
powerfully recommended. You have, in ſhort, life and | 
ammortality brought to light by the goſpel, and that adora- | 
| 
| 


J)) ⅛ðùU / M AW. Hol OH us 


ble Jeſus preached to you, who is the way, the truth, and 
the life. But how ſhould you hear without a preacher ? 
And is it on ſuch an errand, and for ſuch purpoſes, the 


great head of the church hath. ſent my dear brother to 
you? 
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you ? Surely you cannot then but receive him in the 
Lord with all gladneſs, and hold him in reputation. How 
beautiful, ſays the prophet, upon the mountains: are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that-publiſheth' peure, that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſheth SALVATION' ! 
Iſai. lit. 7. Do you regard and eſteem the meſſage ? Muſt 
you not then be ready gladly and affeQionately to receive 
the meſſenger? How much does your own happineſs, the 


welfare and happineſs of your precious ſouls, and the hap- 


pineſs of the riſing generation amongſt” you, und of all 
your different connections, depend, under God, upon 
the ſucceſs of the miniſtry of the goſpel amongſt you. 
And yet, how can you expedt it to be ſucceſsſul, whilſt 
you flight, or but coldly receive him that miniſters it, 


For your own /akes therefore, I may with great propriety 
exhort you, to receive your miniſter with all gladneſs. 


3. You ſhould receive your miniſter with all gladneſs, 


for his ſake, or from a een 1 n, who . 
| Ftp" for him. | 


He watches for your ſouls, bs OY tudies, 3 
prays, lays out his time, his talents, his ſtrength, his 
ſpirits, or you, and may therefore reaſonably hope for a 


kind and friendly reception from you. He will need your 
-countenance and ſupport, nor can he go on comfortably 
in his work without it. To read, ſtudy, preach, admi- 


niſter the ordinances, viſit the ſick, comfort the afflict. 


ed, and preſide in the diſcipline of the houſe of God, is 
no ęeaſy taſk ; there are many difficulties and diſcourage- 
ments to be ſurmounted, in order to the faithful diſ- 
charge of theſe various duties. Miniſters have often 
many adverſaries, eſpecially if they are zealous and faith- 


Jul in the execution of their office, and they are frequent- 


ly exerciſed. with ſore temptations. They need, 1 


May truly lay, the OO and: Iriendſhip of thoſe with 
whom 


L } 


whom they are particularly connected, as much as any 
perſons in the world, Nor can any one ſay, that has 
nat painfuihy experienced it himſelf, how deeply the un- 
kind treatment of a people, wounds the heart of a godly, 
faithſul miniſter. When hie has the teſtimony of his con- 
ſcience, that he has been enabled fervently to ſeek not 
theirs. but them, and has been ready to ſpend and to be 
ſpent for them, and yet finds himſelf ſlighted or but coolly 
regarded by them, O what pungent diitreſs mull it give 
him! and how- ſadly: muſt it diſhearten and diſcourage 
him! There is a cruelty'in ſuch: treatment, which one 
would think a feeling, ' pious mind could never indulge. 
To be wounded by an enemy is ſufficiently trying. but to 
be wounded. in the houſe of our friends is infinitely inore 
ſo. From a principle therefore of common ſympathy 
and friendſhip, and as you would not with to cherith an 
ungrateful, cruel temper, you are bound to receive your 
miniſter in the Lord, with all gladnefs, and to hold him in 
reputation. And thus, I am perſuaded, you, my dear 
iriends, will receive your miniſter, doing all you are able 
to be a glory and joy to him, whilſt he is made, as I hope 
and believe he will, an eminent bleſſing unto you. I ſhall 
cloſe the diſcourſe with the following reflettions. 
1. We learn, that miniſters are not to unpofe them- 
ſelves, nor to be impoſed upon a page bm but are 
voluntarily to be choſen and received. | 
The exhortation of the apoſtle to the Philippians to 
receive Epaphroditus, ſuppoſes it was to be their on act, 
and that Epaphroditur was not to be forced upon them. 
And that all connections of this kind ſhould be per- 
ſectly ſree and voluntary both reaſon and ſeripture teach 
us. And as it is the undoubted right of a people to chooſe 
their ow] miniſters, they ſhould take care how they uſe 
this right, and ſee to it that they chooſe ſuch as are 


likely 
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likely to be owned of God in their Work. They ſhould 


not chooſe and receive any one, but be careful whom 
they receive and countenance; leſt they bring ſhame 
upon themſelves, and cauſe ihe name of the Lord to be 
blaſphemed. There always have been, and I ſuppoſe 


ever will be, many deceivers, wolves in ſheep's cloth- 


ing; but ſuch ſhould not be received but rejeſted. And 
happy would it be were the churches of Chriſt more 
cautious in this reſpect, to ſee more to it whom they 
receive, and that they receive none but ſuch as 
they may and ought to receive, in the Lord, with 
all gladneſs, and who may with eee be * in 
133 l 0 
What an pn is put upon the Faithful e of 8 
Chril. | | < | To 
Whatever wicked, nw men may think or ſay con- 


cerning them, the Lord puts great honor upon them. 


Though ſome may be ready to ſay, away with them from 
the earth, the word of God ſays—recerve them * yr 
nefs,"and hold them in reputation. 

3. How careful ſhould the ae of Cbriſt 
be to ſupport the true dignity of their character. 

Are they to be received in the manner that has been 
repreſented? Surely then they ſhould be careful ſo 
to fupport and adorn their characters as may render 
them in ſome meaſure worthy of ſuch a reception. 


If they forfeit their characters by acting in a man- 
ner unworthy of them, they have no reaſon to expect 


a hearty and friendly reception from their people. 


It was becauſe Epaphroditus had indeed approved 


himſelf to be a faithſul miniſter, the apoſtle ex- 
horts the church at Philipp: to receive him with 
gladneſs. Receive him therefore, ſays the apoſtle, 

that 
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that is r he is ee ee thus. to. be 
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4. How thankful ſhould you when my. Friends, d that God 


hath from the beginning of x7; exiſtence'a as a en b 
Er miniſters to you. 1101 


1. 


Vour former paſtors * were eminent men of gs . 


and remarkably owned and bleſſed amongſt you. To 
many preſent, may 1 not ſay,—Ye are witngſſeßs. And 


though they now ſlumber in the duſt, and you ſhall ſee 
their faces and hear their voices no more, yet, bleſſed be 
God, the great Head of the church hath not deſerted you, 


but has heard your prayers, and in anſwer to them has gi- 


ven you this day another paſtor to go in and out before 
you, and break the bread of life unto you. One whom 
you have reaſon to rejoice in, and who will, I truſt, be a 
burning and ſhining light amongſt you, for many.years!— 


Be thankful for him, receive him with all gladneſs, and 
let it be your united and ardent prayer, that you, and all 


who may bereafter. be called into the fellowſhip. of the 
goſpel with you, may be his joy here, and the crown.of 


his rejoicing in the day. of the Lord Jeſus!. Amen! 
The Reverend Mr. Collett, and the Reverend Mr. Stenner. 


Tut END. | 
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The Service of the Day Was conduit 
21 in the following manner. Tag 2 
- The Rev. Mr. Neto read Tome fuitable bes- 6 
ſcripture and prayed. TY» WE ee en 
The Rev. Mr. Francis prayed. ein en eng 
The Rev. Mr. D. Tur ner Wüsddesd the ordination, 
put the- uſual queſtions, received the Rev. Mr. Dun- . | 
fe combe's confeſſion, which was perfeftly ſalisfactory, and 3 
then ſolemnly ſet him apart to the paſtoral office, (to 
which the people had freely choſen him, and of which he 
had freely accepted, ) by prayer and Jaying on of hands, 
in which the other Elders preſent united with Mr. Turner. 
The Ordination being thus concluded, A CHARGE 
was addreſſed 0 the Tan a, 2 by the Res. 
C. Evans. _ IO 
The Rev. Mr. Sprague prayed, . EY -+ ++ 
A Sermon was then preached to the : by the Rev. 2 
H. Evans. 2 
The ſervice was cloſed in prayer b the Rev. Mr. 1 
Davis. Suitable hymns were ſung at the uſual intervals, 
a great number of miniſters and, others were preſent at 
the ſolemnity, and it was a remarkably plealant and edi- 
tying day to many. 
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